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All roods leod to Rome

— Listening to “The Poth of Scientific
Oiscovery” hy Prof. Peter Hollond

Lee Him Nok, Jonathan

On 7th April, Professor Peter Holland
W. H. Holland, Professor of Zoology at
The University of Oxford, gave a talk on
the topic “The Power of Evolution and
the Path to Scientific Discovery” as one
of the talks in the series of “Yen Kwo
Yung Lecture in Life Sciences”. It was an
tremendous talk first in terms of the first
lecture in the series certainly, second in
terms of an introductory talk to laymen of
science, and third in terms of any students
who are caught on the horns of a dilemma
of any decision making.

Professor Peter Holland first started
off with the definition, or the clarification,
of the term “Evolution”. What he would like
to introduce was not only the basic ideas
of what Evolution is, but also introducing
how science has come across various
explanation of lives evolving whenever
there is a breakthrough in another aspect
of science, for example the discovery of
DNA and genome. Evolving theories of
explanation together with breakthroughs
in the general environment shave the path
of scientific discovery to a certain mode
or regularity of scientific research in one
particular era, and by each “turning point”,

the first to adapt and create would shave
oneself the path to success.

However, what interested me the
most was not the above description to the
changes in the general path of scientific
discovery, but the retelling of his own story
of scientific discovery. After graduating
from The Queen’s College, he was strongly
advised by his teacher, not to do life
sciences at The University of Oxford. She
stood at the corridor, scolding him it is
wasting your time, it is wasting our time,
and it is wasting Oxford’s time”. It was
utterly a humiliating disgrace but he did
not care how others criticized him, but to
believe in himself, hereby he put forth the
idea of “confidence”. Apparently he has
now received well reward and affirmation
worldwide.

He has been concluding his
scientific discovery life by “3Cs”, namely
chance, criticism and confidence. Since his
childhood, he has been in deep immerse in
nature and started to grow passion in life
sciences, or zoology in particular. However,
when applying to his postgraduate degree,
he was struggling in choosing between



molecular biology and zoology. The former
was a new trend of study, while the latter
was his passion. He has struggled for a
long time and eventually chose molecular
biology because it was something that
could not learn by himself alone with any
aid. When he now look back to this “big”
struggle, he feels it was an unnecessary
worry because eventually the fate
made him going back to zoology, in the
accompany of the knowledge of genome
(molecular biology). Therefore, somehow,
worrying at that stage seems natural but
unnecessary as the fate has designated
the path of yours. Perhaps more important
is to believe in oneself and try to outreach
and treasure each and every chance.

Having been researching homeobox
genes for more than a dozen of years,
Professor Holland seemed failed to find
out the function of Cdx ParaHox gene.
All his colleagues tried to convince him
of the uselessness of this gene, and all
the funding started to turn him down. He
still persisted and until a year or so ago,
he accidentally found out the gene was
only used for the eight to ten cell division.
He therefore concluded, chances for you

seems accidental, criticism to yourself
perhaps sometimes and confidence in
yourself should be always. It is not asking
us to be prideful but to be confident in
oneself of choosing the right way by your
own feeling and sensation. When being
caught in a dilemma of decision making,
never worry too much because every
decision you make would one day return
you back with an accidental chance.

Listening to how a successful
scholar comes over from his life, the
tough experience makes me learn more
life is never smooth but that is therefore
a life. While | am always standing at the
crossroads, perhaps | should start to worry
less and seize my day. Worry may seem
unnecessary, because, for | start to know
somehow, what it means by « que sera,
sera » in French, or [P @ BERKER  mE
MEIFEER | in Chinese.
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